
PLANNING COMMITTEE

Meeting: Tuesday 1st October, 2019
       at 2.30 pm. (Drawing Room)

Present: Councillors C. Thomson (Chairman), M. A. Thomson (Vice-Chair), Assouad, 
Blezard, Burley, Gawne, Hall, Husband, McEwan, McLeavy and Morgan.

Officers
Present:

Charles Wilton (Principal Planning Officer), Maureen Smith (Principal 
Planning Officer), Paula Westwood (Democratic Services Officer - Member 
Support) and Sandra Kemsley (Democratic Services Officer).

57 The Local Government Act 1972 as amended by the Local Government 
(Access to Information) Act 1985 and Access to Information (Variation) 
Order 2006 - Urgent Item 

RESOLVED:- That by reason of the special circumstances outlined below the 
Chairman is of the opinion that the following item of business not specified on the 
agenda should be considered at the meeting as a matter of urgency in accordance 
with Section 100(B)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972.

Item Reason

Proposed Tree Preservation Order, In light of the current planning 
The Lisdoonie Hotel, Abbey Road, application, the Order is required to
Barrow-in-Furness (Minute No. 62). immediately protect the mature trees,

which are characteristic of the 
historic route into the Town Centre,
and allow time for a future detailed 
assessment of them to be 
undertaken.

58 Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Hall declared an interest in Planning Application 2019/0549 – Paddock 
View, Woodbine Lane, Newton-in-Furness (Minute No. 62) as he knew the applicant.  
He left the meeting during consideration of the application.

59 Apologies for Absence/Attendance of Substitute Members 

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillors D. Edwards, Mooney and 
Nott. 

Councillors Blezard, McLeavy and Morgan had attended as substitutes for Councillors 
D. Edwards, Mooney and Nott respectively for this meeting only.

60 Minutes 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 10th September, 2019 were taken as read and 
confirmed.
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61 Planning Performance Figures 

The Development Services Manager (Planning and Enforcement) submitted a report 
indicating the latest planning performance figures covering the period from October, 
2017 up to June, 2019; the month which the Local Plan was adopted.  The figures 
demonstrated a steady rise in the number of applications, yet performance had been 
maintained above the Government targets.  It had been noted that during the reporting 
period, there had been a full complement of DM Officers and with one Officer having 
left the Authority in July, there was potential for a drop in performance at the next 
assessment.

Geographically, Dalton had accounted for nearly 25% of all applications, followed by 
Hindpool (12.24%) and Hawcoat (11.32%).  There were a number of broad 
conclusions that could be drawn from the latest figures.  The modest increase in the 
number of applications had suggested continued confidence in the local economy, and 
a buoyant home improvement market.

Validation

It had been noted that validation remained a concern as there had been a marked 
increase in the number of applications which had issues upon receipt, ranging from 
minor omissions such as a missed signature, to the exclusion of significant supporting 
information such as a ground report or a transport assessment.

Minor mistakes were to be expected where the Applicant acted on their own behalf but 
there had been concerns when Agents had submitted incomplete or inaccurate 
applications.  The subsequent exchange of correspondence and advice was not an 
efficient use of Officer time and resources, as a backlog of applications could soon 
develop.

The Development Services Manager advised the Committee that the Council’s local 
Validation List was almost complete and due out for consultation.  This would be 
publicised to all Agents to encourage a better quality of submission and reduce the 
current level of returned applications.

The Council do not have the resources to run training sessions for Agents; the only 
solution would be to provide them with feedback and adopt a robust procedure 
whereby poor submissions would be rejected without validating it within a specified 
timeframe, often two weeks.

Officer Workload

The average number of applications remained fairly static, ranging approximately 126-
128 per Officer.  That was likely to rise in the next period following the resignation of 
the temporary DM Officer until a replacement could be recruited.

Workloads would continue to be monitored and if necessary, temporary or Agency 
staff, or specialist Planning Consultants may need to be engaged to deal with specific 
Major applications, should performance figures falter.



Tuesday, 1st October, 2019 
Speed of Decision

The Council was currently above the Government thresholds for both Major (60%) and 
Other (70%) applications.  The figures had been 63.3% and 81.65% respectively for 
the last two year period.  The margin for Majors remained somewhat tight but that had 
been representative of the Section’s resources, having just two Officers dealing with 
them in addition their other workload.  The complexity of Majors meant that they 
needed to be dealt with by suitably qualified and remunerated staff.  For the Other 
applications, the Planning Panel would continue be used wherever possible, in order 
to maintain performance.

Quality of Decision

The Council actively promoted its paid pre-application service which sought to inform 
Applicants as to what likely issues would be raised by their proposal and what 
information would be needed to validate and determine it.

During the current reporting period, 52 requests had been received for pre-application 
advice for a full range of proposals from householder applications to major commercial 
and housing schemes.  That had enabled Officers to improve the quality of 
prospective submissions in an attempt to overcome the previously mentioned 
validation issues.

The quality and effectiveness of the Committee’s decision making had been worth 
noting.  Decisions contrary to Officer recommendation were rare.  Less than 1% of 
decisions were taken to appeal, well below the Government’s 10% marker.  
Furthermore, the success rate with appeals was significantly high having defended 
eight out of the last nine appeals.
 
RESOLVED:- To note the information.

62 Proposed Tree Preservation Order, The Lisdoonie Hotel, Abbey Road, 
Barrow-in-Furness 

The Development Services Manager (Planning and Enforcement) submitted a report 
regarding a proposed Tree Preservation Order in the grounds of the Lisdoonie Hotel, 
Abbey Road, Barrow-in-Furness.  A plan showing the location of the trees had been 
appended to the report.

He reported that the Council was currently dealing with a planning application to 
convert the function room of the Hotel into a retail store (Planning Application No. 
2019/0567 refers).  The site is on the historic route into the Town Centre, Abbey Road 
being characterised by its mature street trees which are complemented by 
landscaping on the sites either side of the highway.

There had been concerns that the retail scheme, if implemented, could result in the 
loss of a number of those trees, to the detriment of the overall street scene.  It had 
been proposed to issue a Tree Preservation Order which would protect the trees from 
work or potential felling.  National guidance was that an Area Order would be suitable 
for instances when urgent action was considered to be appropriate.  The Order could 
then be reviewed prior to confirmation as to the details of numbers and species.
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It had been noted that as part of the determination process, a survey had been 
commissioned by the Council’s Tree Consultants but the information would not be 
available until later in the month.  The Development Services Manager advised the 
Committee that the survey could be used as a review of the Area Order, but it had 
been considered that the initial protection of the trees was paramount in the interests 
of amenity.  Members had been requested to approve the serving of a Tree 
Preservation Order covering the area on which the trees are situated.

RESOLVED:- To agree that a Tree Preservation Order by served covering the area on 
which the trees are situated.

63 Delegated Applications 

The Assistant Director - Regeneration and Built Environment submitted for information 
details of planning applications in this report which he had determined under 
delegated authority (Minute No. 254, Planning Committee, 3rd September, 2002, 
confirmed by Council 24th September, 2002).  The decisions are reported for your 
information.  The plans recommended for approval under the Town and Country 
Planning Acts will be subject to the standard conditions referred to in Minute No. 208 
(April 1971) of the Plans Sub-Committee, Barrow-in-Furness, County Borough 
Council, in addition to any conditions indicated hereunder.  Applications with a (P) 
beside the applicant’s name denotes those applications that were reported to the 
Planning Panel.

RESOLVED:- (i) To note the decisions made under the Town and Country Planning 
Act 1990 (as amended) as follows:-

2019/0512 Roof over yard and existing buildings at Billincote Farm, Newton Road, 
Dalton-in-Furness.

2019/0514 Proposed conversion of dwelling to form 2 no. 1 bedroom flats (1 no. at 
ground floor and 1 no. at first floor) at 58 Greengate Street, Barrow-in-
Furness.

2019/0528 Application for approval of details reserved by Condition No. 3, No. 4 
and No. 13 (Site investigation and ground assessment details) of 
planning permission 2019/0034 (Erection of two bedroom bungalow) at 
Proposed house, New Road, Askam-in-Furness.

2019/0561 Single storey extension forming enlarged kitchen and dining room at 21 
Cheltenham Street, Barrow-in-Furness.

2019/0550 Application for a minor material amendment in relation to Condition No. 
2 (approved plans) following the grant of planning permission 
2017/0001 (Erection of a two storey and single storey extension with 
associated works) to allow rearrangement of the internal layout of the 
proposed extensions which includes an increase in length of the 
proposed extensions and a revision to the hipped arrangements at The 
Old Vicarage Rest Home, Ireleth Road, Ireleth, Askam-in-Furness.

2019/0410 Erection of a garage extension at 7 Garden Lea, Dalton-in-Furness.
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2019/0541 Single storey rear and side extension to include store facility, wc, utility 
and kitchen extension at 10 Myrtle Terrace, Dalton-in-Furness.

2019/0523 Change of use from Tanning Salon (Use Class Sui Generis) to a Coach 
Travel Agent (Use Class A1) at 3 Lakes Parade, Ennerdale Drive, 
Barrow-in-Furness.

2019/0545 Proposed mono pitched kitchen extension to front elevation at 23 
School Terrace, Pit Lane, Lindal-in-Furness.

The following application had been refused:-

2019/0317 Demolition of barn and erection of a detached 3 bedroom house at 
North Stank Farm, Newton Cross Road, Newton-in-Furness.

(ii) To note the decisions made under the Building Act 1984/The Building Regulations 
2010 as submitted by the Principal Building Control Surveyor.

Town and Country Planning Acts

The Development Services Manager (Planning) reported on the following 
applications:-

64 Paddock View, Woodbine Lane, Newton-in-Furness 

From Mr S. Mouland in respect of a proposed single storey granny flat in place of 
existing garage with adjoining store attached to existing house. Provision of car 
parking area at Paddock View, Woodbine Lane, Newton-in-Furness as shown on plan 
number 2019/0549.

Representations received and the results of consultations were reported.

The Committee had undertaken a site visit prior to the meeting.

The applicants and an objector attended the meeting and made representations to the 
Committee.

RESOLVED:- It was unanimously agreed that planning permission be granted subject 
to the Standard Duration Limit and the following conditions:-

1. The development must be begun not later than the expiration of three years 
beginning with the date of this permission.

Reason

Required to be imposed pursuant to Section 91 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990, as amended by Section 51 of the Planning & 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.



Tuesday, 1st October, 2019 
Compliance with Approved Plans

2. The development shall be carried out and completed in all respects in 
accordance with the application dated 25/07/19 and the hereby approved 
documents defined by this permission as listed below, except where varied 
by conditions attached to this consent.

PVGF/1 Rev 2, 2 Rev 2, 3 Rev 2, 4, 5, 6 Rev 2, 7 Rev 2.

Reason

To ensure that the development is carried out only as indicated on the 
drawings approved by the Planning Authority.

3. The materials to be used in the construction of the external surfaces, 
including walls, roofs, doors and windows of the extensions hereby 
permitted shall be of the same type, colour and texture as those used in the 
existing building.

Reason

To ensure a satisfactory appearance to the development, and to minimise 
its impact upon the surrounding area.

Before Occupation

4. Prior to the beneficial occupation of the extension/annex hereby approved, 
the internal doors connecting to the main house between the 'utility' and 
'store' and 'store' and 'living area' must be constructed and operational, and 
thereafter be permanently retained.

Reason

To ensure the accommodation is used in a manner incidental to the 
enjoyment of the main dwelling house and not as a separate standalone 
dwelling.

Operational Conditions

5. The garage conversion/extension hereby permitted shall not be occupied at 
any time other than for purposes ancillary to the residential use of the 
dwelling known as Paddock View.

Reason

Planning permission is granted only to extend the existing dwelling for 
ancillary purposes only to meet the applicants needs, and not as a separate 
dwelling or planning unit.

6. The car parking area and access thereto, as annotated and outlined red on 
drawing no. PVGF/5, must be reserved for the parking of private motor 
vehicles associated with the dwelling known as Paddock View and no 
permanent development, whether permitted by the Town & Country 
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Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (or any 
Order revoking or re-enacting that Order with or without modifications) or 
not, shall be carried out on that area of land in such position as to preclude 
vehicular access to the development hereby permitted.

Reason

To ensure that proper access and parking provision is made and retained 
for the use associated with the development hereby permitted.

65 Chapel Hills Smallholding, Oak Lead Road, Barrow-in-Furness 

From Mr J. Mark in respect of an application for an extension to agricultural building to 
provide welfare facilities and storage at Chapel Hills Smallholding, Oak Lea Road, 
Barrow-in-Furness as shown on plan number 2019/0566.

Representations received and the results of consultations were reported.

The Committee had undertaken a site visit prior to the meeting.

An objector had attended the meeting to make representations to the Committee 
however, there was no record that such a request had been made.  The Principal 
Planning Officer explained that it would not be appropriate for the objector to address 
the Committee today as the same courtesy had not been extended to the applicant.  
However, it was open to the Committee to proceed and determine the application or 
alternatively to defer to allow invitations to be issued. 

It was moved by Councillor McEwan and seconded by Councillor Husband that the 
application be deferred to the next meeting to allow the applicant the opportunity to 
attend the meeting and address the Committee.

RESOLVED:- To agree to defer consideration of this application to the next meeting to 
allow the applicant the opportunity to make representations to the Committee.

66 Withdrawn Application 

The following application had been withdrawn:-

2019/0552 – Agricultural Building for the storing of large bales of hay, 
tractor/machinery and a lambing and shearing pen on Land at 
Paddock View, Woodbine Lane, Newton-in-Furness.

The meeting closed at 2.52 pm.


